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Background 
2007-2009 Director, RTRA FINOVI, foundation Innovation in infectiology, Lyon 

2006-2008 Director, Centre d'Immunologie de Marseille-Luminy 

2004-2007 Director GDR Biodefence and virulence factors 

2002  Sabbatical, Project director in vitro assays, Aventis-Pasteur, Toronto, Canada 

1992-     Group leader, Centre d'Immunologie de Marseille-Luminy 

1989-1991 Post-doctoral fellow EMBL, Heidelberg, (Ger) 

1987-1990 Ph. D, Centre de Biochimie et de Biologie Moléculaire, Marseille, FR 

Awards 
1982   Société Française de Chimie Biologique. 

1987   Fondation de la Recherche Médicale in Cell Biology. 

1993   Société pour la Recherche sur le Cancer FEGGEFLU. 

2007   Charles-Louis de Saulces de Freycinet, French Academy of Sciences. 

2010   Jacques Piraud from the Fondation pour la Recherche Médicale. 

Membership 
Société Francaise d’Immunologie 

Elected Member of the American Academy of Microbiology 

Main achievements 
First discovery of the role of the small GTPases of the Rab family in membrane trafficking. Rab5 was discovered to 
be the control key of membrane fusion in endocytosis. 

Characterization of the replication niche of the bacterial pathogen Brucella as the endoplasmic reticulum. This 
allowed the identification and characterization of Brucella virulence factors such as The LPS, the cyclic glucan, the 
RicA effector and also host cell factors sucha the small GTPase Rab2, the GAPDH enzyme and the small GTPase 
Sar1. 



       

 

 

Centre d’Immunologie de Marseille-Luminy, Parc Scientifique & Technologique de Luminy  
Case 906 F13288 MARSEILLE CEDEX 09       

Last update: June 20, 2011   2/2 

 

First characterization of the Toll-like receptor domain-containing Brucella protein (Btp1), the function is to down-
modulate dendritic cell maturation. 

Identification of the SKIP host cell protein as a receptor for the SifA Salmonella effector protein secreted by the 
Salmonella type III secretion system. 
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